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Kelowna law firm supports student 
leaders at oKanagan Campus

when she enrolled at uBC’s okanagan campus, Lauren Bytelaar 
didn’t know what she was looking for in her studies. Four years later 
she has graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in geography, a clear vision 
for her future, and the first-ever Pushor Mitchell LLP Gold Medal 
Leadership Prize.

Born and raised in Kelowna, Lauren decided to stay in her home 
town to attend university. She admits she was initially “all over the 

map” in her course 
choices at UBC. 
However in her second 
year she began to 
focus on geography, 
and courses with 
Associate Professors 
Fes de Scally and 
Carlos Teixeira ignited 
her interest in physical 
and human geography, 
and in urban planning. 

An exchange 
experience with UBC’s 
Go Global program 
was pivotal to Lauren’s 
university experience. 
“I had my heart set on 

going to Africa,” she says. “My initial placement was at a university 
in Norway, but then I travelled with the Norwegian students to 
Uganda. I was so excited that I went to Kampala before my studies 
began and did volunteer work in an orphanage.”

Lauren’s studies involved work both in and outside of Kampala.”  
We spent one week in a rural district, interviewing farmers and 
finding out what they grew. Another week we were in one of the 
largest slums in Kampala, and my group was with the sex trade 
workers, listening to their stories.

“It was incredible. It was personally challenging, and I really had to 
push myself, but it was the best experience of my life.”

Lauren returned to Kelowna with a much clearer idea of her future. 
“I’ve always tried hard in whatever I’ve done,” she says. “But once 
I found the courses I was truly passionate about, everything came 
more easily.”

Lauren was thrilled to learn she had received the Pushor Mitchell 
LLP Gold Medal Leadership Prize, which is awarded each year to a 
top graduating student in the Irving K. Barber School of Arts and 
Sciences. The award honours outstanding students who are also 
leaders in community service, athletics, arts, or diversity. 

Paul Mitchell, managing partner of Pushor Mitchell LLP, says the idea 
for the Prize reflects the company’s values. “Some people put  
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university women’s 
CluB of vanCouver 
supports students
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a group of university-educated women 
in the early years of the 20th century 
would never have imagined the impact 
they have on UBC students over 100 
years later. The University Women’s 
Club of Vancouver was founded in 1907, 
the second club of its kind in Canada. 
Established at a time when women 
had limited access to higher education, 
the UWCV provided opportunities for 
networking and mutual support. 

Evlyn Farris, one of the founders and 
the first President of the UWCV, was a 
strong proponent of higher education, 
so the UWCV has supported students 

at UBC since 1920. The Trust Fund for Education (TFE) was created as 
a registered charity in 1970.

TFE Chair Kathy Murphy has been involved with the University 
Women’s Club of Vancouver for about 15 years, and is in her third year 
as a volunteer trustee. She says that meeting the award recipients is a 
real pleasure. “Some of the students I’ve met have been so amazing,” 
she says. “They really impress me with what they have accomplished, 
and they say they couldn’t have done it without the UWCV support.

“We get thank-you letters from the award recipients, and they are 
so heartwarming. The students tell us about the impact the award 
made, and often it’s the difference between going to university or not,” 
she adds. “We at UWCV are so proud to play a role in these young 
people’s lives.”

The TFE and the UWCV support five scholarships and six bursaries 
annually at UBC. The awards are earmarked for women students in the 
Faculty of Education, Faculty of Arts, mature students, First Nations 
students, and students who are minimally sighted.

Many of the awards are longstanding, for example: the Margaret 
Redmond Scholarship, for students in Education who specialize in 
mathematics, has been in place since 1982. 

“The UWCV members made a smart decision in 1938: instead of 
giving small amounts annually as scholarships, they purchased a bond 
and used the interest from it to support students,” Kathy says. “Over 
the years that small endowment has grown to enable us to support 
many more students.”

Today UWCV members are active in public affairs and educational 
issues, as well as stewardship of Hycroft, the famous heritage mansion. 

Although Hycroft dates back to 1911, the UWCV acquired it in 
1962. At that time the mansion was derelict, having been used as 
a convalescent hospital after World War II. Since women were not 
allowed to hold mortgages, UWC members worked tirelessly to raise 

funds so they could purchase part of the property outright and then 
restore it. Maintaining the house as a historic landmark for Vancouver 
has been a source of pride and satisfaction for UWC members.

Hycroft is perhaps best known for the annual “Christmas at Hycroft” 
event, a seasonal fundraiser for the UWCV and other charities, during 
which the mansion is decorated for the holidays and guests enjoy 
seasonal shopping and musical presentations. Some of the proceeds 
from this event help fund the scholarships and bursaries. 

Kathy’s involvement with the Trust Fund for Education keeps her 
abreast of the challenges facing university students today. “When they 
graduate, so many students have such debts. I am really pleased to be 
part of an organization that can help reduce the financial burden of a 
university education.”

Kevin Cooper wants to make the world a better place through 
sustainable transportation, urban planning, and architecture. And 
thanks to a University Women’s Club of Vancouver bursary, his 
academic career is supporting his dreams. 

The summer of 2010 found Kevin working as a program manager 
and garden coordinator for the Sustainable Opportunities in 
Youth Leadership (SOYL) Internship, an initiative of the UBC 
Intergenerational Landed Learning Project. SOYL gives Vancouver 
secondary students who are interested in gardening the opportunity to 
plant and manage gardens at four high schools in the city. As a student 
in the Global Resource Systems program in the Faculty of Land and 
Food Systems, Kevin was well-suited to this job. 

Kevin’s studies were supported by the UWCV Muriel Loch Memorial 
Bursary. “It made a huge difference,” he says. “When you don’t have 
money, you think about it all the time. I have a student loan, and a line 
of credit. I was always cutting close to the line between black and red; 
it’s pretty uncomfortable.”

“The bursary enabled me to pursue extracurricular activities, and  
stay active within the community of learners in my faculty and 
program. I got involved in the AMS Bike Co-op, and spent two years as 
President. I was also a volunteer with Sprouts, which is a student-run 
organization that makes healthy and sustainable food available  
on the Vancouver campus.”

Kevin’s plan is to graduate in November 
2010 – “I have just one more course to 
complete”, he says – and then return 
to school in September 2011, “either in 
architecture or urban planning. I want 
to help people. For example, if I can 
help people to produce food here in 
the city and to choose active modes of 
transportation, people get to be more 
active, and that’s good for people and 
the environment.”

Kevin’s suggestion to potential donors? 
“Setting up a bursary is a great thing to 
do, so go for it. There’s a lot of added 
value in financial independence.” 

Kathy Murphy

Kevin Cooper
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award Honours 
outstanding alumni
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rona Hatt was just 15 years old 
when she began studying at UBC 
in 1917. The University’s total 
enrolment was 350 students, 
and her tuition was $18 per year. 
Classes took place at the Fairview 
campus, where Vancouver Hospital 
now stands. 

Rona enjoyed chemistry, and on the 
advice of her friend Violet Dunbar, 
after completing her first year she 
enrolled in chemical engineering. 
Violet and three other girls also 

planned to enroll, but when Rona returned to UBC the following fall, 
she found that Violet had changed her mind, and the three other  
girls had all left UBC. Rona was the only woman registered in 
Chemical Engineering.

Rona was at first intimidated by her classes full of men, and they 
didn’t make it easier on her either. Professor Head also suggested 
that she didn’t belong “Margaret Healey (another girl who enrolled in 
engineering but subsequently left) couldn’t do these courses! What 
makes you think you can?” She would reply, “I don’t know if I can, but 
I’m sure going to try!” 

“He wasn’t going to put me down THAT way,” she later recalled with  
a laugh.

Rona’s later years at UBC were easier than the first. In 1919, war 
veterans returned to Canada, and many of them came to UBC. Rona 
helped them catch up with their studies, and the older gentlemen 
formed a protective circle around her.

Rona graduated in 1922, and 25 years passed before another woman 
graduated with a degree in Engineering. Through her courage, 
commitment, and perseverance, Rona paved the way forward for 
women in engineering. 

uBC is in the wallis family’s blood. 
With three generations of UBC 
alumni, and a patriarch who was 
employed by the University for 
28 years, this family’s history is 
decorated blue and gold. 

Jack Wallis is now happily retired 
on Vancouver Island. But from 1956 
until his retirement he served UBC in 
the Registrar’s Office and Faculty of 
Education. His late wife Dorothy also 
worked in the Faculty of Education, 
in the Student Teaching Office. 

Jack’s parents Rona and Douglas met in a chemistry lab at UBC in 
1923. The year before, Rona had become the first woman to graduate 
in chemical engineering at UBC, and she had a job in the lab. “My 
mother had five older brothers so she was used to being around 
young men,” Jack recalls. “While she was a student the veterans from 
the First World War were coming home, and they formed a brotherly 
group around her and took care of her.”

Following graduation Douglas took a job at a sawmill in Courtenay, 
then moved to Cumberland for a mining job. After proposing to 
Rona on the ferry to Nanaimo, the couple eventually settled in 
Victoria. Douglas attended the Normal School to train as a teacher, 
and had a 30-year career at Victoria High School. Rona returned to 
the chemistry lab at Victoria College, and later in life rewrote the 
curriculum for Chemistry 12.

Jack received a Bachelor of Arts from UBC in 1955, and followed it 
with a Master of Arts in geography in 1963. Once the last of their five 
children was in school, his wife Dorothy entered UBC and received a 
Master of Education, specializing in English. She then worked in the 
Faculty of Education helping place students in schools for practicums.

When Dorothy died of cancer in 1982, family members and her  
Faculty friends established a bursary in her memory to support 
Education students. 

Later, when Rona and then Douglas died, Jack established a memorial 
scholarship in Chemical Engineering. “My parents managed their 
money very carefully during their lifetimes, and even though it’s an 
inheritance I don’t really feel like it’s my money. So I have used it to 
honour these women [Dorothy and Rona] who I greatly respected 
and loved,” Jack says.

The UBC tradition has continued into the next generation of Wallises. 
Three of Jack’s five children are alumni, and both of his older sons 
married UBC alumni. The youngest graduate is Jack’s nephew’s son, 
who is in the class of 2010.

“I hope my kids will continue supporting these awards, even in  
a moderate way,” he says. “The need for financial support isn’t  
going away.” 

Jack Wallis, 1963 Rona Hatt Wallis, 1922

“When you are around students all 

the time, as we were, you can see 

them slowly going into debt just 

trying to get through school. If you 

can alleviate that a bit, you’ve got to.” 

Jack Wallisr
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the turning point in asef Karim’s career as a dentist came in 
2005, when he volunteered to do relief work in Kashmir following a 
devastating earthquake. A UBC alumnus (DMD ’99) with six years 
of private practice under his belt, Asef’s eye-opening experience 
left him wondering about how to make a greater impact in his work 
back home.

The resulting decisions led Asef to study public health at Boston 
University, and to establish a scholarship in the UBC Faculty  
of Dentistry. 

Asef’s academic career began in 1989, when he enrolled at UBC in 
the Faculty of Science, intent on studying microbiology. He received 
a Bachelor of Science in 1993, and was unsure of his next step. He 
considered dentistry and architecture, applied to both, and was 
accepted in both. After careful deliberation, he chose dentistry.

“Our class was pioneering in a few ways,” he says. “We were the 
first to have equal numbers of men and women, the first to include 
international students, and the first to do problem-based learning.”

Following graduation in 1999, Asef established a private practice  
in Surrey. Then in 2005 he decided to return to school to study 
public health.

“The two years I spent at Boston University were amazing,” he says. 
I did an internship in Turkey with the United Nations, and I learned 

so much.” He adds, “rowing on the Charles River was pretty great 
too.” Asef graduated from BU with a Masters in Public Health with  
a concentration in International Health.

“After becoming an alumnus of both UBC and BU, I knew I wanted 
to give back in some way, but I wasn’t sure how,” he says. “I know 
that every little bit helps for a student, so I decided to establish an 
award honouring my aunt, Rashida Sardar Ali.”

“She was one of the coolest people I have ever known,” he says. 
“She didn’t have kids of her own, and she gave me unconditional 
love and support. This is a way for me to honour her legacy forever.” 
The scholarship is available to students in the Professionalism and 
Community Service program, in which dental students reach out to 
underserved populations in the community. 

Asef has just returned to UBC to continue his studies, this time in 
orthodontics. “It’s very exciting, because I am in the first cohort of 
this new MSc program. There are also new graduate programs in 
pediatric dentistry and prosthodontics, so there is a broad group of 
grad students in the Faculty now.”

“I’m looking forward to combining a clinical practice with my 
interest in public health research. Treating problems like cleft 
lip and palate, deformations, and misalignment can make huge 
differences in people’s lives,” he says. And it’s another way for Asef 
to make an impact.

maKing a greater impaCt witH a 
dentistry sCHolarsHip

Asef Karim
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Bursary refleCts Couple’s Commitment 
to Civil soCiety

“How did you meet?” is an irresistible question to ask a couple who 
appear to be soul mates, seemingly fated to fall in love given the right 
circumstances. For Robert Hammond, the love story began over tea  
in his apartment in Prince George. “She wasn’t very keen to come up 
to my apartment,” he says, “So I left the door wide open.” Robert  
and Leone (“Nonie”) met in December 1964 and were married  
the following October, a relationship that lasted until Nonie’s  
recent passing.

Robert was born and raised in Scotland, and came to Canada in 
1955. When he met Nonie, who was from Kelowna, she was a UBC 
alumna with a Bachelor of Arts and a teaching credential from the 
Victoria Normal School, where students trained as teachers before 
the Faculty of Education was established at UBC. “We were both 
working in Prince George, me for the federal government and Nonie 
as a teacher,” Robert says. “She really loved teaching, and she was 
very good at it; she was always in demand.”

After they married, the Hammonds moved to Vancouver, where they 
lived initially in Shaughnessy and later in South Surrey. Nonie’s ties to 
UBC remained strong. “We had two friends who were professors in 
the Faculty of Science,” Robert says. “We loved going out to campus 
to meet them, and sometimes having lunch and meeting students 
in the SUB Cafeteria.” The couple also attended performances in the 
Freddie Wood Theatre and Chan Centre, as well as various lectures 
on campus.

Robert and Nonie’s interest in UBC deepened when they attended 
the Class of 1946 reunion in 2006. “I was really impressed by the 
students and alumni, and at that point we gave our first gift to the 
Class of 46 Entrance Scholarship Fund and since then to Wesbrook 
Society,” he says. “Nonie and I then started thinking about how to 
make a more enduring impact, and we decided to create a bursary 
to provide financial assistance for students. We both valued our 
educations and how they helped us to live fulfilling and comfortable 
lives, and this was a way to help other students do the same.”

After Nonie’s passing Robert completed the establishment of a 
bursary for students in Education, Social Work or Music, reflecting 
the couple’s belief in these three areas as the foundations of a civil, 
sustainable society.

Robert is modest about his contribution yet enthusiastic about the 
process. “Neither Nonie or I did anything famous, but we both tried to 
do something beneficial to society in our own way,” he says. “I would 
encourage all alumni to jump into the scholarship and bursary pool. 
It’s easy and the water makes you feel good.”

Robert Hammond
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VANCOUVER CAMPUS

applied sCienCe
air liquide scholarship in chemical and Mechanical Engineering

aker solutions award in Engineering
Fast + Epp scholarship

Grace Mentorship award in chemical and Biological Engineering
John campbell Bursary in chemical Engineering

Master of Engineering international Graduate Entrance scholarship
McElhanney scholarship in civil Engineering

Nicolas Mihailoff Bursary in Mechanical Engineering
peter a. Niblock Memorial award in Electrical Engineering:

robert Bruce Knight Memorial scholarship in civil Engineering
sheldon cherry scholarship in civil Engineering

university of Bc civil 1949 Bursary
William M. Gallacher scholarship in Engineering

arCHiteCture
Busby cole Entrance scholarship in architecture

concord Erickson Energy and architecture Fellowship

arts
Bhagwan Kaur wife of Gokal singh of halwara award in arts

Bill Millerd award in theatre
Faculty Women’s club patricia chapman Memorial scholarship in Music

Maureen patricia russell Marchak scholarship in Music
Milton and Bess Narod scholarship in English

stephen straker arts one prize
student scholarships in arts

atHletiCs
Gayle stewart-philip thunderbird Memorial award

Maurice and stacy White thunderbird Baseball award
William M. Gallacher thunderbird scholarship in hockey

Community and regional planning
h. peter oberlander scholarship in community and regional planning

lawrence r. Munroe Memorial scholarship in community 
and regional planning

Continuing studies
intercultural communication advancement program (icap) scholarship

dentistry
colgate-palmolive Dr. Gordon Nikiforuk Entrance scholarship

colgate-palmolive prize in Dental hygiene
Dean of Dentistry Dental hygiene scholarship

robert alan Kennedy service award in Dentistry
sybronendo research Fellowship in Endodontics

tD canada trust service award in Dentistry

eduCation
Barbara Mikulec prize in Education

shirley M. Wong Entrance Bursary in Education

forestry
roy sworder First Nations Bursary

Wright scholarship in Forestry

graduate studies
Dennis h. chitty Memorial Graduate scholarship in Ecology

Fred hume Graduate scholarship in sport history
hB lanarc Graduate scholarship in sustainability planning

Wastewater treatment Graduate research scholarship

Human KinetiCs
international Entrance scholarship in human Kinetics

land and food systems
John and Mary young Memorial scholarship

Nealanders international award in Food science and Nutrition
pacific Dairy centre scholarship

law
Brian hunter Memorial Entrance award

harold F. and anne Bedner uphill scholarship in law
Jerome Ziskrout prize in professional responsibility and Ethics

law class of 1979 student award
law Foundation Entrance Bursary

ll.M. (common law) Degree tuition award
tracey Gibb Memorial scholarship in law

interdisCiplinary studies
Warren George povey award in Global health

mediCine
aneez Mohamed Memorial scholarship
arthur Edamura prize in Family practice

Basil Boulton scholarship
Dr Morton Dodek award in Family practice

Frederick charles Dunlop M.D. Bursary
island Medical program Bursary

sandy Kyo-hyun park scholarship in cancer research
southern Medical program Bursary

nursing
Nini M. harris-lowe Memorial prize in Nursing

sauder sCHool of Business
peter N. Nemetz prize in Government and Business

harold Zlotnik Memorial Fellowship in Business Families studies

NeW AWARdS 
APPROVED  BY  SENATE  IN 2009–10 WINTER  SESSION
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sCienCe
chih-chuang and yien-ying Wang hsieh Memorial scholarship
harold F. and anne Bedner uphill scholarship in health sciences

J.Jay McNee Memorial scholarship

open awards, Bursaries, and sCHolarsHips 
Graduating class of 1949 Bursary

leone and robert hammond Bursary
robin Woodsworth campbell Memorial Bursary

rosen–toope Bursary
shum siu Fung Memorial Entrance Bursary
Violet Denison pearson Memorial Bursary

OKANAGAN CAMPUS

arts & sCienCes
Bauschke Family Mathematical analysis prize

peter and claire harnetty prize in history
pushor Mitchell llp Gold Medal leadership prize

atHletiCs
uBc okanagan Men’s Golf award

uBc okanagan Women’s Golf award

Creative and CritiCal studies
Faculty of creative and critical studies French and spanish prize

HealtH and soCial development
Workplace-Family Wellness Bursary

nursing
Donna Elliott Memorial Entrance scholarship in Nursing

Judy Gurney Memorial Bursary in Nursing
okanagan health surgical centre award in Nursing

open awards, Bursaries and sCHolarsHips
uBc okanagan alumni Bursary

NeW AWARdS 
APPROVED  BY  SENATE  IN 2009–10 WINTER  SESSION

sCHolarsHips
these monetary awards recognize academic achievement 
and help students with the cost of continuing their 
education. scholarships are merit-based, and recipients 
must be in the top 10% of their class or have an average of 
75% or higher.

Bursaries 
a bursary is a non-repayable award that helps to fill 
the gap between a student’s assessed financial need 
and available government assistance. uBc’s policy 72 
states that “No eligible student will be prevented from 
commencing or continuing his or her studies at the 
university for financial reasons alone.” in 2008-09, uBc 
issued $12.6 million in bursaries to 3,161 students.

fellowsHips 
these prestigious awards enable graduate students to 
concentrate full-time on their studies and research. they 
are granted on the basis of academic excellence and/or 
research productivity. 

prizes 
students can receive prizes for academic excellence 
or achievement in a particular subject area. prizes 
usually take the form of a monetary award, sometimes 
accompanied by a medal, plaque or certificate. 

serviCe awards 
these monetary awards recognize excellence in a range 
of non-academic fields, such as community service, 
student leadership, volunteerism, and athletic or artistic 
performance. they are given to both undergraduate and 
graduate students.

please contact us for more information on how to set up your choice of award at uBc.
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If you want to support UBC students, we can 
help.  Our experience and expertise can help 
you turn your ideas into student awards. 

Vancouver Campus
500 – 5950 University Blvd.
Vancouver, BC  Canada  V6T 1Z3

Okanagan Campus Development Office
3333 University Way
Kelowna, BC  Canada  V1V 1V7

www.supporting.ubc.ca

printing this newsletter on chorus art silk paper saved:

• 346.67 lbs of wood

• 488.49 gal of water

• 0.5 min BTUs of energy

• 104.57 lbs of emissions

• 55.82 lbs of waste

KeLOWNA LAW FIRM continued from cover story

Cecily Lawrenson
Associate Director
Awards Development
Gift and Estate Planning
Phone 604.822.3846
cecily.lawrenson@ubc.ca
Fax 604.822.8151

CONTACT  US

Lesley Campbell 
Manager
Awards Development
Gift and Estate Planning
Phone 604.822.8920
lesley.campbell@ubc.ca
Fax 604.822.8151

Sharon de Vries 
Major Gifts Officer
Okanagan Campus
Phone 250.807.8433
sharon.devries@ubc.ca
Fax 250.807.9211

a lot of emphasis on marks, but we also value hard work and a social 
conscience and good emotional intelligence and the ability to work  
in the community,” he says. 

“Because it’s awarded to a graduating student, the Prize rewards 
results,” he adds. ”The recipients have actually walked the walk and 
talked the talk. People who win the Prize are also role models. Others 
can see in the prize winners that these things [e.g. leadership] are 
valued in the business community.”

Lauren sees great value in the Prize. “It’s been a huge blessing for 
me because it helped me with some of my student loans, and has 
encouraged me to pursue further education, to continue learning 
what I am so passionate about,” she says. “I would eventually like to 

go to graduate school and pursue urban 
planning with a focus on low income 
housing and women, possibly women 
living on the streets. I definitely have 
some dreams, but I have to take it one 
step at a time.” 

Paul Mitchell adds, “I hope that Prize 
recipients follow their dreams and make 
a difference in the world. Lauren is a very 
worthy recipient, and we are proud to 
help her out.”

Paul Mitchell
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